Snakes In Your Backyard

First it must be remembered that we live in an area where snakes naturally occur, they were here first. Your home now occupies land that was once their home range. This being said we don’t necessarily want them in our own backyard. There are some precautions that you can take to minimise snakes on your property and make it easier for them to be seen if they do happen along.  

Keep your property tidy and don’t leave building materials, old cars or rubbish lying around. If you have building materials stack them neatly and keep them up off the ground as high as possible so that you can see underneath. Keep shed and garage doors shut as much as possible. Shrubs should be cut in such a way so that you can see the ground under them and don’t use black plastic or bark chips on your garden. Snakes can hide under these and cannot be seen. Snakes can hide in some ground cover plants. Keep grass cut reasonably short so that if a snake does wander through your yard you can see it. Teach your children to put bikes and other toys away and stand them against buildings instead of leaving them lying around on the driveway or lawn where snakes can hide under them. 

Chooks and birds need feeding and the food will attract rats and mice, which will in turn attract snakes. Dog or cat food left lying around will also attract rats and mice and subsequently snakes. Snakes would rather not be in your backyard, as there is often too many hazards fro them, but they often come in from the bush when it is really dry looking for water. When gardening, look before you put your hand into thick shrubs or ground cover.

Snake Identification

Non-Venomous

Diamond pythons with black bodies and yellow or white markings are found in the mountains. The markings are diamond shaped and scattered over the body. They can grow to 2.5m and the smaller snakes can be slender but most are fairly robust in the body. They often look a green colour due to a trick of the light. 

Green tree snakes usually have green bodies and grow to about 1.5m in length. They are slender snakes – about the thickness of your index finger and are not usually found on the ground, as the live in trees. 

These are non-venomous snakes and can inflict a painful bite if provoked.   

Venomous

There are two venomous snakes most commonly found in the Western Sydney area. 

Eastern Brown Snakes.  The adults range from a dark grey to warm brown in colour and ranging in length up to about 150cm. Juvenile browns start at about 20cm, and are about as thick as a pencil with banded bodies of browns and black, they don’t loose the bands until they are adults. 

Red Bellie Black Snakes have black bodies with red bellies as their names implies. If the snake is about to shed the red belly might not be quite so obvious.  

Snakes located in the western Sydney and into the Blue Mountains area. 

Tiger snake. They are usually between 90cm up to 2m and will sometimes have strips across the bodies but not always. They are brown in colour and the stipes can be black or dark brown. Juveniles are just smaller versions of the adults starting at about 8cm in length.

Death adder. They have thick bodies and can grow to 750mm but usually found around 50cm in length. They have a long thin tip to the tail, which they flicker to attract prey. They have striped markings across the bodies and are usually greyish in colour in this area. They are found on the ground hidden under leaf litter and are almost impossible to see.  

Broad headed snake can be found in the mountains around rock ledges. They are black with yellow marking that form lines across the body. They are slender and grow to about 900mm. To the untrained eye they look very much like a juvenile diamond python – do not confuse the two – the Broadhead is venomous.   

These are the most common snakes that you will encounter although there are many more to numerous to cover in this article. 

SNAKES DO NOT HAVE LEGS!

If you are in the unfortunate enough top be bitten by a venomous snake don’t panic – stay calm. There is no reason that anyone in Australia should die from snakebite if they receive proper first aid. (Note: most people that are bitten by snakes in Australia are either trying to catch or hurt them).

Snake Bite First Aid

DO
· Do keep the patient calm. 

· Do apply a pressure bandage as firmly as for a sprain.

· Do bandage the bitten limb from the fingers or toes and continue binding the whole limb. Use two or three bandages if necessary. 

· Do remove any jewellery, watches etc from the bitten limb.

· Do bandage over any clothing covering the bitten area. 

· Do ring for an ambulance or take the patient to hospital straight away.

· Do take the vehicle to the patient

At the hospital go straight to emergency and tell them you have someone who has been bitten by a snake.        

DO NOT

· Do not wash the wound.

· Do not let the patient walk to the vehicle.

· Do not try to kill the snake (there could be two patients instead of one and you are wasting time)

· Do not remove any clothing covering the bitten area.

· Do not give alcohol.

Why we bandage. Most of the venom stays on the outside of the wound and the venom that does get in is usually restricted to the lymphatic system or the fluid that flows just below the skin. By bandaging the area and restricting movement you are containing the venom in the bitten area and allowing the blood to flow freely in the main veins this is important to stop you losing your limb through lack of oxygen to the cells.       

If you don’t have bandages then use clothing, singlets, t/shirts stockings anything you can use to apply pressure to the bitten area. In the worst case - apply direct pressure to the bite area with your hand and don’t let go - this method is not recommended as it can be very tiring to maintain pressure for an extended period of time. An alternative is to lie a flat object of the right proportions to the area. This is particularly useful if you were to be bitten in an area other than a limb.

Snakes are basically shy and don’t want to come into contact with you, your children or your animals. You may not like them but without their help we would be overrun with other pests we don’t like either. If you see a snake in your yard back away and give it space – it will move on. Most people get bitten whilst trying to kill snakes! Snakes don’t chase you – unfortunately if you are running from a snake you may be heading in the direction that the snakes knows it can find shelter and so it appears to be chasing you.  

If you see a snake in your yard and you can’t let it go on it’s way then keep an eye on it at all times and call WIRES or Sydney Metropolitan Wildlife Service. Put all animals inside so they don’t get bitten or stir up the snake and make it harder for the rescuer. The organisation will endeavour to get a rescuer to you as soon as possible. If you take your eye off the snake it could escape and the rescuer, is wasting their time as they are unlikely to locate it. Rescuers are volunteers and unfortunately may not be able to attend as soon as you would like. Removing a snake from your yard won’t guarantee that you don’t get another one. You may have had many snakes through your yard over the years and never been in the yard at the time to see them. As stated at the beginning of this article snakes don’t want any contact with you, your children or your animals so if you leave them alone they will keep going on their way. 

If you require a reptile rescuer then contact WIRES – 8977 3333 or Sydney Metropolitan Wildlife Service 9412 4300 in the western Sydney area or in the Blue Mountains area call WIRES -  

Call one service and if they are sending someone out don’t call the other. Sometimes 2 volunteers will turn up from different organisations. This is a waste of resources and someone else could be in need of their services.
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