Strange Questions and Fascinating answers! 

About reptiles & Dinosaurs

Q: Which is the longest snake in the world?

A: An adult reticulated Python can grow up to 10 metres in length making it the longest snake.

Q: Which is the most venomous snake in the world?

A: The Australian Inland Taipan has venom that is 400 times more powerful that the venom of a rattlesnake. Cobras, however, kill more people, because they live near populated areas.

Q: How does the spitting Cobra get its name?

A: When threatened, spitting Cobras spray venom into the eyes of the enemy, causing temporary blindness. This gives the snake enough time to escape. They have been known to spit venom to a distance of 2.5 metres. 

Q: Is it tree that boas and pythons can go without food for several days?

A: Yes – after a big meal, boas and pythons do not eat for several days or even longer. This is because the digestive juices in the snake’s stomach take a long time to break down the food.

Q: Which is the smallest crocodile?

A: The dwarf crocodile is exceptionally small with an adult only growing to 2 metres in length. 

Q: Which is the largest crocodile?

A: The saltwater crocodile is not only the largest in Australia but also the largest reptile in the world. This huge reptile can be more than 6 metres in length and weigh over 1,500 kilograms.

Q: Why do some frogs and almost all toads secrete poison?

A: Frogs and toads secrete poison for safety. Most poison arrow frogs and mantel frogs are brightly coloured to warn their enemies. Some harmless frogs copy this colouring to protect themselves from predators who mistake them as poisonous!

Q: How long have insects been around?

A: One insect fossil, found in Russia, dates back to more than 100 million years before the first dinosaurs. Cockroaches are also older than dinosaurs.

Q: How have scientists learnt about the prehistoric world?

A: Many prehistoric creatures were fossilised in places such as tar pits. The creatures got stuck in the tar and died, leaving them completely preserved for millions of years. 

Q: When did plants start to grow?

A: The first plants appeared on earth over 400 million years ago. One of the earliest plants was cooksonia, which did not have leaves or flowers.


Q: How long have crocodiles been around?

A:  The early ancestors of the crocodile, the sarcosuchus, lived over 100 million years ago and would have preyed on dinosaurs.

Q: When did reptiles evolve?

A: Reptiles evolved around 70 million years after the first creature lived on land. Gradually they adapted to living on land and grew from small reptiles into fierce dinosaurs. 

Q: What did the dinosaurs eat?

A: Despite their reputation as violent monsters, 65 per cent of the dinosaurs were vegetarian. They lived around the same time as the first flowering plants were developing on the earth. Most of the plants around them were like ferns. Some types of dinosaurs, such as the turanoceratops, had special parrot-like beaks with which they could bite off the needles from ferns. 

Q: What was the biggest land animal before dinosaurs

A: Dimetrodon stalked the earth around 270 million years ago. It grew up the 3.5 metres and had a large fin on its back.

Q: What was the biggest dinosaur of all?

A: Experts are not certain, but argentinosaurus, seismosaurus and sauroposeidon were the largest at up to 35 metres and weighing over 60,000 kilograms.

Q: Why were the meat eating dinosaurs special?

A: Most meat-eating dinosaurs were smaller than their prey! They were faster, with bigger and stronger jaws, sharp teeth and deadly claws that could kill and then tear apart the thick skin of another dinosaur.

Q: Why is the Tyrannosaurus Rex so famous?

A:  Tyrannosaurus rex, also known as T-rex, was one of the largest meat-eating dinosaurs. It could stand up to a height of 12 metres. It weighed between 5 and 7 tons – that’s five to seven times the weight of an elephant.

Q: What did the stegosaurus use the plates on it s back for?

A: Stegosaurus probably used its plates to scare away its enemies. Many scientists think these plates also helped the dinosaurs to regulate its body temperature

Q: How big were the plates on the stegosaurus?

A: The largest plated on ht back of a stegosaurus were at least 60 centimetres tall and wide.

Q: How big were the flying dinosaurs?

A: The largest flying dinosaur was quetzalcoatlus, which had a wingspan of around 12 metres. That’s four times bigger than today’s largest bird, the albatross.

Q: Do we know about every dinosaur that lived?

A: It is unlikely – around forty percent of all known dinosaurs were only discovered within the last 20 years. 

Q: Why aren’t dinosaurs around today?

A: Dinosaurs disappeared from the earth around 65 million years ago. Around fifty percent of all life was wiped out and experts today still do not know for certain why.
